
WOW FACTOR
III FORKS RAISES THE BAR FOR STEAKHOUSES, AGAIN

"We think we'll wow you.”

So we were told upon entering III Forks, the cavernous, high-end steakhouse in the
new River East development north of Millennium Park.

Let's break down the wows, in magnitude of wow factor:

1) The Space: massive glass windows. An Aspen-style stone fireplace. A glass-encased
walk-in wine room. Huge leather booths, tiled stone pillars, and mahogany-cloaked
walls.

2) The View: overlooking the greenery of the lush new Lake Shore East Park, with
pristine trees, walking paths, and twinkling lights from nearby skyscrapers, resembling a
mini Central Park.

3) The Food: some of the tastiest USDA-prime steak in the city, seasoned to perfection
(especially the 18-ounce bone-in filet). Chilean seabass and a transcendent lobster
bisque get the job done for non-carnivores.

4) The Rooftop: open-air, heated deck with full bar, TVs, and private tables segregated
by curtains. Fire pits, huge skyline views, very impressed dates.

5) Waiters in white tuxedos.

6) The bill. (We asked if we could pay in three easy installments.)

Even if you think Chicago doesn't need any more steakhouses, trust us, it's worth the
wow.
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III Forks

333 E. Benton Place, River East

(312) 938-4303

3forks.com

Price: 4 (out of 4) Noise: 2 (out of 4)

Scene: Well-heeled diners in suit and tie; families; couples on the town

Best bets: 18-ounce bone-in filet; Chilean seabass; lobster bisque

Hot seat: Big leather booths near the bar overlooking the park

Big shots: Private dining rooms available for business meetings

Nearby: LaSalle Theater; Millennium Park; Caffé RoM

The Rundown's restaurant reviews are based on anonymous visits by

reporters, not press releases.
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