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WEEKEND RUNAWAY:
MILWAUKEE
SUMMERFEST

WHERE TO ROCK WHEN NOT ROCKING THE FEST

As they've been known to do with beer and cheese, the folks in Milwaukee like to go
over the top with their music festivals.

With more than 700 bands on 11 stages over 11 days, Summerfest is right around the
corner. But what to do in Brew City when not rocking the fest?

Here's the rundown to keep your Summerfest going 24/7.

Summerfest

Kanye West, Katy Perry, and Def Leppard headline at the Marcus Amphitheatre (all at
additional charge), but for the best act of the fest included with admission look no further
than the soul-tickling Flaming Lips at the Harley-Davidson Roadhouse (Sat July 9, 10p.)
Their now-legendary live circus of a show will leave you in an altered state without
ingesting anything illegal.

$8-$15 per day. June 29-July 10, Maier Festival Park, 200 N. Harbor Drive.
(414-273-2680)

Where to drink

As Milwaukee's oldest cocktail lounge, the uber-cool Bryant's Cocktail Lounge is still the
place to be when not at the fest. With exotic lighting, bar aquarium, plush velvet walls
and tunes from a vintage Macintosh, they serve more than 450 cocktails including the
flaming Black Magic, a Hurricane-styled classic that tastes like a grape Sweet Tart.

Local tip: Half-price Depression-era cocktails Tue-Fri 5-9p.

1579 S. 9th St. (414-383-2620)

Where to eat

Milwaukee's only farmer-owned restaurant Roots offers a sweet upper deck outdoor
patio atop Brewer's Hill overlooking the city. Dine on locally sourced Tandoori Baby
Back Ribs or Truffle-Seared Tenderloin inside the modern cellar lined with tree branch
art, while sampling the best of Mil Town's burgeoning farm-to-table experience.

Local tip: $14.95 family-style meals on Sunday evenings.

1818 N. Hubbard St., (414-374-8480)

Where to stay

As the closest hotel to the fest with availability, the Residence Inn gets you a great
downtown location along the Milwaukee River ideal for exploring the city on foot. Inside
a beautiful old stone department store building, you'll find comfy rooms with floor to
ceiling windows, wi-fi and iPod dock.

Local tip: Add a rollaway bed for $10 for friends who want to crash within stumbling
distance of the fest.

$199-$274 per night. 648 N. Plankinton Ave. (414-224-7890)
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