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CHICAGO'S TOP SPEAKEASIES

Take a trip back in time (before the days of beer bongs and plastic red cups) to the
golden era of cocktails, where liquor was the star of the city’s underground speakeasies.

Elixir
This new bar brings a touch of class and old-world charm to rowdy Boystown. Located
next to Hydrate (there's a secret door that connects the two), Elixir houses an older
clientele with sophisticated drinking palettes. Take advantage of the text service that
notifies you when your table is ready, then slink into plush '20s-style goodness.
Sip this: The Aviation. Gin, maraschino liqueur, crème de violet and lemon juice.
3452 N. Halsted St. Lakeview (773-975-9244)

The Violet Hour
The signless exterior and lone doorknob illuminated by a yellow light may appear like an
urban decorating project gone awry. In reality, it’s the nondescript façade hiding the
entrance to this beautiful Wicker Park cocktail bar. Inside you’ll find velvet floor-
to-ceiling curtains, dim chandelier lighting and the best drinks this side of Prohibition.
Sip this: The Old Fashioned. Wild Turkey house selected single barrel whiskey,
demerara, angostura bitters.
1520 N. Damen Ave., Wicker Park (773-252-1500)

1914
The words “classy” and “Wrigleyville” don’t usually fall within the same sentence, but this
joint is defying conventions with its authentic atmosphere. Despite their period attire
and name-dropping of Woodrow Wilson, bartenders will create both classic and
modern cocktails. Be warned: they may serve into teacups and pour from ketchup
bottles.
Sip this: Spicy Tomato Juice (aka Bloody Mary) or Tall Glass of Milk (classic dry martini).
3525 N. Clark St., Wrigleyville (773-472-0900)
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