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SWISS BLISS

CHRISTMAS AT 10,000 FEET IN MURREN, SWITZERLAND

If all you want for Christmas is some peace and quiet, why not bail on the family and
head off to Switzerland?

The quiet, auto-free village of Miirren is situated on a ridge above the stunningly
Yosemite-esque Lauterbrunnen Valley — and it's also home to the region's top ski
resort.

So, throw on a Santa suit and strap on your skis: This is going to be one holiday season
to remember.

To Ski

Bomb the “inferno run," one of the world’s most famous slopes, from the 2,970 meter
Schilthorn revolving restaurant (as seen in the James Bond film Her Majesty’s Secret
Service) to the 800 meter Lauterbrunnen valley floor. Grab a 007 breakfast buffet at the
restaurant (only accessible by 32-minute cable car ride) and zoom down spacious,
well-groomed, powder-heavy trails.

$70 per day. Betriebsbiiro, CH-3825 Miirren +41(0)33 82 60 007

Or Not to Ski

Not a skier? Not a problem. The resort also offers 100 km of hiking paths, 50 km of
toboggan runs (including the world's longest sledding trail) and plenty of restaurants
for lodge bunnies. The easy, relatively flat 1.5 hour Panoramaweg trail gets you right up
in the mountains without much effort, as a gondola takes you up to the trailhead with a
rack-rail mountain trail zipping you back down.

To Stay

Ski in, ski out at the friendly Hotel Eiger Guesthouse, your best bet in this friendly,
laid-back British expat town. With eye-popping balcony views, a game room with
Miirren’s only pool table, plus a bar with malt whiskeys and Portuguese wine, you’ll
feel right at home in their cozy, newly renovated rooms with flatscreen TVs.
$160-$193 per night. Aergerte, CH-3825 Miirren +41(0)33 856 54 60

To Eat

While the Piz Gloria revolving restaurant at Schilthorn is a must-do, a more affordable
and less touristy option is right inside your hotel. The Hotel Eiger Guesthouse's
Arvenstubli restaurant is the best in town, with affordable pesto gnocchi and
spaghetti carbonara in addition to Swiss staples like fondue and wiener schnitzel —
putting your aunt’s Christmas dinner to shame.

Aergerte, CH-3825 Miirren +41(0)33 856 54 60
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