
PRESIDENT'S DAY
RUNAWAY:
SPRINGFIELD,
ILLINOIS

VISIT THE TOWN BLAGOJEVICH (NOT THE SIMPSONS) MADE FAMOUS

Sick of spending your President’s Day in front of the TV in your very un-presidential
looking flannel pajamas?

This year, make the pilgrimage out to our state capitol of Springfield, where the historic
honor of Lincoln meets the modern disgrace of Blagojevich.

Patriot Games
From CNN-style holograms to Abe’s beaver-fur stovepipe hat to Mary's bloodstained
fan from Ford's Theatre, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum is
crucial. Step inside the massive replica of the Lincoln White House pre-West Wing
while checking out Civil War weapons in the war gallery.
$12 here. 212 N. 6th St. (217-782-5764)

For modern politics, visit the ornate chambers of the Illinois State Capitol Building and
view your tax dollars hard at work via eagle murals, bronze statues, marble columns,
and a stained-glass ceiling dome. Take a peek into the glass-entranced office of the
governor, whose previous two occupants are now jailbirds.
401 S. 2nd St. (217-782-2000)

Stay
Where else to stay in the Land of Lincoln but the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel &
Conference Center? Post-Civil War amenities include sauna, indoor pool, and some of
the softest beds to be found inside climate controlled rooms. Peel back the curtains for
a bird’s eye view of downtown before making your own waffles at the free breakfast
buffet.
From $80 per night. 701 E. Adams St. (217-544-8800)

Eat/Drink
From crab cakes to lobster bisque to Chilean sea bass, fresh seafood is a delight at
Augie’s Front Burner. Dine amidst offbeat sea-themed murals and contemporary art on
a Tuesday, where wine bottles are half-off.
109 S. 5th St. (217-544-6979)

Pound back shots with locals at the delightfully kitschy hunter-themed Westwoods
Lodge, where animal taxidermy, camouflage carpet, and surprisingly good frog legs
make for a fun diversion from the dirty game of politics.
2406 W. Jefferson St. (217-698-9256)
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