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POLISH BROADWAY

TOP POLISH DIVE BARS HIDDEN IN WICKER PARK

Travel back in time at these old-school Polish dive bars hidden amid Wicker Park’s
modern-day gentrified scene.

Zakopane

The undisputed king of “Polish Broadway,” Zakopane sticks to its working-class roots
with a no-frills space. A jukebox offers the heady combo of Polish hip-hop and the Bee
Gees and small diamond-shaped mirrors behind the bar allow stealth scoping of the
crowd. And if you speak Polish, the women here will love you.

1734 W. Division St. (773-486-1559)

Stella’s Sports Bar

A few stray hipsters may venture in from the nearby Empty Bottle, but this bar's bread
and butter remains the blue-collar Poles to whom the proprietor (Stella herself) speaks to
in their native tongue. With plastic flags decorating the ceiling and checkered posters on
the walls, she serves up traditional Polish ales Okocim and Zywiec at rock-bottom
prices.

935 N. Western Ave. (773-384-0077)

Ola’s Liquor

This easy-to-miss neighborhood spot offers an Old Style sign out front and pitchers of
the stuff inside. Belly up to the bar underneath inflatable basketballs hanging from the
ceiling and do a shot of Zubrowka Vodka, reportedly made with a Polish aphrodisiac
(take the locals’ advice and try it with apple juice).

947 N. Damen Ave. (773-384-7250)
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